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V�Breaux Act Restoration
Status

Introduction
  rom the enactment of the Breaux Act in 1990 through

the authorization of the eighth annual priority project
list in 1999, there have been 91 coastal restoration
projects selected for implementation in Louisiana�s
coastal zone to address wetland loss in each of the four
coastal regions (table 5.1). As of April 2000, 14 of these
projects (10 full-scale and four demonstration) have
been formally deauthorized, 11 after initial selection
(prior to construction), and three after construction
(based on results from project monitoring). Of the
remaining 77 projects, 12 are demonstration projects
that will potentially provide information for the design
of future restoration projects, and 65 are full-scale
restoration projects anticipated to directly create,
protect, or restore approximately 70,000 acres of coastal
wetlands during their 20-year lives (see figure 4.2 for
project locations). The size of projects ranges from a
3-acre demonstration project to a 140,380-acre full-scale
project. The current estimated cost of all Breaux Act
projects approved through 1999 is $319,411,042. The
status of these projects is summarized in the subsequent
region-specific sections.

Projects selected for implementation through the
Breaux Act address critical problems identified in the
original 1993 Louisiana Coastal Wetlands Restoration
Plan (LCWCRTF 1993).  Projects are proposed and
supported by one of the federal cosponsoring agencies
and are evaluated by using the Wetland Value Assess-
ment (WVA) process (CWPPRA-EWG 1998). The
selection process for the first eight priority project lists
focused on critical problems and areas within a hydro-
logic basin. With the forward-looking ecosystem-level
focus of the initial Coast 2050 Initiative and the develop-
ment of the Coast 2050 Plan, projects selected on the

ninth and subsequent lists must address one or more of
the strategies outlined in this plan. Although the
projects selected on the first eight lists were designed to
address specific problems identified in the original
restoration plan, these early projects fit within the larger
framework of ecosystem-level restoration and promote
the long-term goal of obtaining sustainable wetlands.
Additional information that will be gained through
monitoring and further research demands that the Coast
2050 Plan be dynamic and flexible enough to change as
knowledge increases.

The project selection process for the ninth priority
project list was revised from the process used for the
first eight lists. This revision takes advantage of the
growing institutional knowledge provided by the first
eight project lists, as well as a more flexible cash flow
management plan, and it divides the project selection
process into two distinct phases. Projects selected for
Phase I implementation undergo design and engineer-
ing development and are funded for 1 year of pre-
construction baseline monitoring. After completion of
Phase I, these projects must be reevaluated, again using
the WVA process, and reselected for Phase II funding,
which includes project construction, post-construction
monitoring, and operation and maintenance. Although
this two-phase process will encompass additional time
and effort of agency personnel and academics for
project reevaluation, it should minimize the construc-
tion of marginal projects (some projects will likely be
modified or not be selected for Phase II funding) and
will maximize the effectiveness of each dollar invested
in wetland restoration in coastal Louisiana. This process
may also result in fewer deauthorized projects by
identifying problems early in the process. Nineteen
projects (17 full-scale projects and two demonstration
projects) were approved for Phase I funding on the
ninth project list by the Breaux Act Task Force on
January 11, 2000 (table 5.2 and figure 5.1). Because
project feasibilities and preliminary design of the ninth
list projects had just begun at the writing of this report,
only those Breaux Act projects authorized on the first
eight project lists are included in the region-specific
summaries section.

The following sections contain project information
and activity status for the coastal restoration projects
funded by the Breaux Act in each of the four coastal
regions. Although some causes of wetland loss are

For centuries, the people of south Louisiana have lived and
worked along the coastal bayous. Today, many people still
maintain homes and fishing camps in the marsh.
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Table 5.1. Summary of projects authorized by the Breaux Act on priority project lists 1-8. Hydrologic basins (in italics) are
matched with their respective regions under the Coast 2050 Plan.

Anticipated
Acres Current

Number of Breaux Act Projects Number of Breaux Act Created/ Estimated
(nondemonstration) Demonstration Projects Restored and Cost (20 yr)b

Authorized Deauthorized Authorized Deauthorized Protecteda as of April 2000

Region 1 10 2 1 1 5,479 $ 21,310,786

Pontchartrain 10 2 1 1 5,479 $ 21,310,786

Region 2 23 5 3 0 23,745 $ 103,870,503

Breton Sound 4 2 0 0 1,141 $ 3,006,342

Mississippi River Delta 4 1 2 0 13,153 $ 24,121,138

Barataria 15 2 1 0 9,451 $ 76,743,023

Region 3 25c 3c 6 1 18,212 $ 138,108,004c

Terrebonne 14 2 5 1 8,722 $ 104,908,890

Atchafalaya 2 0 0 0 3,792 $ 10,109,926

Teche/Vermilion 8 0 1 0 5,698 $ 23,023,029

Region 4 17 0 5 2 22,189 $ 53,981,749

Mermentau 5 0 2 2 3,171 $ 10,808,186

Calcasieu/Sabine 12 0 3 0 19,018 $ 43,173,563

Grand Total 75c 10c 16d 4 69,625 $ 319,411,042d

aAcres Protected/Created is the net gain in emergent marsh as a result of project implementation as estimated by the Environmental Work Group during the
Wetland Value Assessment. This figure includes acres of emergent marsh protected, created, and restored as a result of project implementation and indicates
acreage which is anticipated to offset land loss. Anticipated acres are exclusive of deauthorized projects.
bIncludes costs incurred to date on deauthorized projects.
cIncludes numbers, acres, or cost from CW-5i Marsh Creation east of Atchafalaya River-Avoca Island Project.
dIncludes numbers, acres, or cost from CW-7 Coastwide Nutria Harvest Demonstration Project.

common in all four regions (such as the altered hydrol-
ogy from dredging of canals and navigation channels,
and shoreline erosion), each region has specific  prob-
lems which are discussed at the regional level. These
sections also include summaries of wetland composition,
proposed solutions to the wetland loss problems
(projects), and monitoring summaries for completed
projects where sufficient data have been collected to
allow preliminary evaluation of project performance.
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A great egret (Ardea albus) hunts for small fish in the grasses
of a brackish marsh.
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Table 5.2. Projects approved for Phase I funding by the Breaux Act Task Force on the ninth priority project list on January 11,
2000.

Anticipated
Acres Current Phase I

Created/ Cost Estimate
Restored and as of

Project Name Agencya  Project Typeb Protectedc  April 2000d

Opportunistic Use of Bonnet Carre Spillway (XPO-55a) USACE FD 177 $ 150,706

Chandeleur Islands Restoration (XPO-95) NMFS VP 220 $ 1,608,400

Freshwater Introduction South of Highway 82 (PME-07a) USFWS HR/MC 296 $ 607,138

South Lake DeCade/Atchafalaya Freshwater Introduction (PTE-28) NRCS HR 201 $ 396,489

Four-Mile Cut/Little Vermilion Bay Hydrologic Restoration (XTV-30) NMFS SNT 327 $ 574,133

Castille Pass Sediment Delivery (XAT-11) NMFS MC/SNT 589 $ 1,855,792

Black Bayou Bypass Culverts (CS-16) NRCS HR 540 $ 799,823

Perry Ridge West Bank Stabilization/Terracing (PCS-26ii) NRCS SP/MC 83 $ 317,399

Freshwater Bayou Canal HR/SP - Belle Isle to Lock (REVISED COST) (XTV-27) USACE HR/SP 529 $ 1,498,967

Little Pecan Bayou (XME-42a) NRCS HR 144 $ 1,245,278

Barataria Basin Landbridge Shore Protection Phase III (XBA-63iii) NRCS SP 264 $ 1,040,595

LaBranche Terracing/Plantings (PPO-07a) NMFS SNT/SP/VP 489 $ 1,027,190

Marsh Creation South of Leeville (BA-32a) USEPA MC 146 $ 1,151,484

East/West Grand Terre Islands Restoration (XBA-01a) NMFS BI/MC 472 $ 2,320,255

Timbalier Island Dune/Marsh Restoration (XTE-45a) USEPA BI/MC 273 $ 1,360,198

New Cut Dune/Marsh Restoration (TE-11a) USEPA BI/MC 102 $ 746,274

Weeks Bay/Commercial Canal Shoreline Protection (PTV-13) USACE SP/VP/HR 138 $ 1,229,337

Demonstration Projects

Mandalay Bank Protection Demonstration (XTE-DEMO) USFWS SP NAe $ 298,939f

Periodic Introduction of Sediment and Nutrients at Selected Diversion Sites USACE FD NAe $ 1,500,000f

(MR-DEMO)

aAgency: U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA); National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS); Natural Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS); U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE); and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS).

bProject Type: Freshwater Diversion (FD); Sediment and Nutrient Trapping (SNT); Hydrologic Restoration (HR); Barrier Island Restoration (BI);
Marsh Creation (MC); Marsh Management (MM); Shoreline Protection (SP); and Vegetation Planting (VP).

cAcres Protected/ The net gain in emergent marsh as a result of project implementation as projected by the Environmental Work Group during the
 Created: Wetland Value Assessment. This figure includes acres of emergent marsh to be protected, created, and restored as a result of project

implementation estimated at the time the project was approved by the Breaux Act Task Force.
dCurrent Cost of
 Phase I Funding Only: Phase I funding will include project planning, design, and 1-year pre-construction monitoring.
eNA: Not applicable.
fCost: Fully funded baseline cost.
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Figure 5.1  Location of Breaux Act projects authorized for Phase I funding on the ninth priority project list on January 11, 2000.
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